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: ’D tei ' ‘
BN V.

Dear Apphwnt .

, . “We have consndered \your. appﬁ@hon for reoogmhon of exemphonfmm fedelal incomne tax
: Lunder saction 501 (a). of the Intarnal Revsnhue Code as an organization described in section- . .
T 504(c)(3):: Based on'the information submitted, we have: concluded that you do not qualtfy for
; exemptaon underithat sechon The basis for our conclusion isset forth below.

? i
t
b

) atataof— You originally applied for and were nized as exermptasan -
/i [orgamzatxon described in section. 501(cX4) of the Code. On by ai Ceruﬁwte

f is organized exclusively for. charitable, : qentiﬁc, or education: pirposes, within the meaning of -
| Section 501(c)(3) of the Intemal Rsve, Code of 19886, as amended (the “Code”). Specvﬁwlly.

ication: ,swtethatyourmssiomsto aohleve the legal nghtofuvﬂ
amage for same-sex coupl\,-s in m State . Yiu further, state that you originally used
th public eduwﬁon and lobbying tor fulﬁll your. purpose andlhat your-Board has dedded to -
focos eﬁoﬂs enhrely on publsc edumbon. Your describe you '

So- 30%- The Outreach Commmee which prowdes speakers for orgamzabons saekmg
© o . . information about the marriage issue, staffs Information booths at Gay and Lesbian
o "+ Pride and other community. events, and works with local and national media to pno\nde
- .. information on;marriage for same-sex couples. and analysls and comment on related
SHES Issuesn This committee used be known as the Speakers Bureau;

G “'legal.issues regarding matrlageforsame—sexoouples aswellasservmgaquahty
Co ;oontrolftmchonformelegalmpedsofﬂ\eLMAnwge, - ,

- ¥ Youwere lnoorporated in U under the, nonproﬁt oorporahon laws of the . Lo
;of Amendment, you aménded your Arficles of lnoapocaﬁm fo state the following: “The eorporatlon '

- 'the corporation shall exxst .as. a nonpro onpartisan educational prganizaﬁon working to ampqye-' '5

"2 20%,- The Lagal Gommitis, whicl rovides-a forum for discussion and research on . -

LA




.‘i

- 15%- n;eWebsneCanmmaewthksmMnmandexpandmeLMAmbsuaf’i R

S inchiding wedding announcements and web giving, inocderhedumtemembersof
L L thegeneralpubﬁcabwtﬂmenhnmesme . o )
- i1 . - 15%-The Religion Commitee, whdmsmdmgtodevebpanetwod(ofreugnus
. f , baderswhaaresuppaﬁveof;nwmgeﬁx'sane-sexca:pbsandbedumteand
1. s asslstcongregahons. T f . Ce

S R 15%-meoevenopmem0mmueewaksmpmdueemmasuuaumofgood
L matenalsforsolaaﬁngdonaﬁastnwppatmmmwesmenﬁmedabove and

P L b TheLeglslatweDehveryCommttee whmmnmkbedumtestatelegnslators ,

<ot Asasectlon501(c)(4)orgamzahon youspedﬁwywanﬁedbseaxemenghtofsame-sex o
o ;' icouples.to legal marriage, and you warited 10.be able to engage in lobbying efforts.. You statéd. ‘L ot
¥ that in g W and. -&)e—iegtslamre actively considered bills that would ban. .- .
= -recognition of marrages in hetween same-sex couples lawfully.entered into in. other -
" I.:states; You participated in lobbying the:legislature to vote against these bills, and you were: - -
”suocesstul m-and- You further stated that in, -\men i became apparent that: the

mthelegnslature sztatedﬁwatﬂmeﬁoctfai!edmdyouen@edapenodofrelahvemacﬁvﬁy FPES

Youstated ﬂwatmeﬁghtanﬂ\elegcslauteand the media made:tdearthatmegenelal pubbc: A

' -. doesnot understand ﬁnsnssueorhowntaffedsgayandlesblanoouples You also stated that you:

‘ _,‘-necognmon of exemptnon under sectlon 501 (c)3) of the Code. .- - ST

i You presented fi nanual mformaﬂon for the years : -th m
;.infocmatmn is reproduced below R e

by Gnﬂs grants etc. (Lme 1)
et Gross recenpts etc~ (Lme 9)

f Other Expenses (Lme22)
i Newsletter .
"-Qutredch, ;.-

', Education .,
Speakers Bureaul-‘
Media:Education:
Lobbymg=' .
Special Event.
Operatnons

ST onmemarmgelssuemmughhadlﬂonalmeamsum$nyers and nontraditional - :-I-.;.E,

+'bill wais likely. ta pass, you;raiséd funds from supporters and hkedalobbylsttohelpwmyourworki;’? x

-7 thén;decided ta focus your anérgy.and fesources exclusively on publlc educahon and'to apply for.§ 1L 3

; ; - meanssudmascoordmatedweddmgandanmvetsaryammncementsforgayand R I
T lesbnaneouplee : . . N j '

S ase Al




g Total '

L Fundransmg i ' ' 2o
) i :Contributions ," -
; Salanes&Wages - o
: Total $ ' - S
Y . provnded your website address in:your applmﬂon. You: alsa provided the; follownng
: n your Ietteriof_ "All of LMA's information is presented on its!
i ved 1 ' "Wehavedownloadedmeendosed
"'Under the héading "Our Missnon, you stats: "The mission of the
achreva'.' a'legat right.of civil marﬂage for same sex couples in- .
-State. -Under Ot you state: * Welssue press ‘releases and im:depth
articles and analyses:6n'issugs related: to sarme-sex marriage :Olr oytreach is interational as i
we strive to bring thé most timely and:accursite informatior to: edicators, clergy, politicians,

.medxa legal prof&ssnonal and couples, Wi 'de not. restm our dnve tq achueve the nght of same- L g

- Under the headmg *Quick Answers About Same-Séx: Man'iage, you “state: '- i
;: _ns'anmpmﬁto:ganmhoneducahngmegay.l%blan,':~-*f""
-bisexuat, and transgendered commumtyand the general. pubhc on how to advance 'the. civil - right

- of s$amersex couples fo. legal marriage.”: This statement, as well as the mission smtement is;
repeated under tha headmg ‘Espedally forfhe Media? = .

‘:,‘ o
I *

"' .Under.the heading "How Ean You Help" . you state: "Visiuhas website often. Get your. . s
i fiends, relatives, families, and assodiales at work,’ chureh, and:school to visit this website, Use ...
the information’ hera for your letters to the editors, letters: tayour senators and representatxv&s ‘ ~,‘ Lo

" mischool:reports,.church-sermons, and general conversation.”: At the'bottom of this page i$ the :

o - /statement "Don't forget to sign our Marriage Resolution.” 1 the paragraph introducing the. .

Ey -MérTiage Resalution, you state: "I you live:in ?State ‘we will also add you to-our. maul . '
l_ and email lists; In 4 his way. you s bechae part of the adion netwonc to bnng beneﬁts and. v
'-j:protectxons of cwu mamage to-ALL fa_muie;e . : : - , :

Under the heading: "Breakmg News. the subheadmg "Let Wedding Bells ng in :

¥ ,” you-state: *Tell your senator: and your representahves that you. want your relationsrup
J 1. recognized m_State with:ail the: protections. and beneiits of full civil marriage..... Its .. -

L inew! It's cooll tis effective! Itsendsastmng and personalmessageta lawmakers.™ By @ - =.: o
«+ ! clickingion the words Click Here; the page "Send a message to Wl pops up. The first- R
.. line.of .that page states: "Tell your senatorand representatives that you want your. relatlonshnp R
i | recognized.in —State with all the protections and benefits of full civil mamiage.”- A . f*» S
1 i facsimike of an.invitation is on the page With the instructions. to fill in the information, click on.the R

.| appropriate button, and rail a check for $Wlto RN The instuctions < . | IRSANE
- stataz "™We'll do the rest! We will send 3. lovely card individually addréssed to each senator and; .- ;%
W repr&sentahveln-andmegovemor ﬂ'ehextofﬂ)ecardnaddiuontoﬂwnameso{an R
. ‘apparent same-sex- couple states: 'We.iove each otherandwe wantho have the protectxons and AP
by beneﬁls of legal mamage ' ‘ .

=




' iatterwntten by

Lo g MARRIAGE EXPLORATORYCOM
* ithe. "

.
f
H :
4
.
s

In4 telaphone conversation: wnh on “ with a" '
{ follow-up letter,, you were: asked to:supply speech notes or drafts, flyers, publications, a'n'd
*debriefings relaled to several events in: ‘whiich WD participated. Iso..

o t svolunteered to senid copies ofthe’ mmuteaof the Board meeﬁngs You submmed several

?-l
I
r

documents mdudmg the fo!lowmg
1)/ Letterstoﬂ:eEdator,Monday—A
'- states that

’ E-Butwhenthe court . ﬁndsno preoedentforapplymg the mantal
: ,:concepts. emlernghtsorprotechons tosame-sexrelabmsmps andsays
" that this "is for the:Legislature to decide, not the couris,” it ignores the fact
© that it was the courts; and not the- Leglslatuna that extended these rights to .
. Opposite-sex couples:in the first place. .(referring fo the Vasquez vs. '
. Hawthome case in‘which the Courtoprpealsruledﬂ'\atVasquez has no
' mhentaneenghistohuspartner‘sestate) _ PR ,
1 [Ehis decision creates an untenable situation for. gay couples Flrst, we are
- . denied the right to.marry-our d'iosemnfe partners.:Then we are: denled the - -
. protectlons given to opposite-sex eouples who have the optlon of marrying
* but decide to live: outslde of civil mamage statutes. Basically, if you are
- heterosexual, you'wm both ways, rf you are gay you Iase boih ways This'i s
=equahtyundermelaw‘7 " e

3 . R
s R .
L. ' [

a) As.aresult; MEC is now ready to ‘make’ reoommendabo
1 how to: proceed toward our, common goal oﬁachlevxng the fneedom fo marry in
.7 Washington state. " *:
. b) if abroad-based. coahbon wera fo:med to- mplement this strategy wolkd: you be-:
Tt suppomve neutral -or, actively opposed? What résoufces wolild you be, willing to. -
© i contributeto a wmpangn’? What steps would you take to prevent this eﬁort from -
: being: suooessfu!?

.- taking 'steps that would create a cimate in which serious maniage effort could be
- successful) The concems. of the: respondemsncbded .

. Amnewtable backlashmththe potemalnotaiybmdoanycourtpmgresson‘

mamage, but alsa to unséat:allies in the legisiature and ultimately impede or °

reverse progress on'a host of cther related and unvelated progressive. causes. . :

= The.lack of a sufficiently powerful statewide political and Iobbying

organintion to lay the gmqr_:qwmcferan eﬁort of hs magnxtude and counter.... _

the annupated baddash

,based Oft ‘tg;#.'or"agceg* - ~'

.- c) As developed n'xorefultybelow despmethecumms.ﬁmwasgemralsuppmfor




i following: .

C b . le Tobe sucoesshil, mlseﬁortmtlndudebulldmgamore effective stitowids
S IS organlzahonmthpdmwlsawy,anassodatedPACwiminﬂuencemma

P P workmgma;ontyhmelegxslam eﬁeeﬂveomnedionstostranghtauy

{3 political ‘and educational work.

of the woid ™ "campaign”. {which has negative associations with: prevbmiosses
inthe: Snltiatwe proeess) emphasmng that the state is currently
: dnscnminatlng against gay-and leshian people in not recognizing our mamages
. andfowsmgonﬁedtﬁeceneabetweencwilandld-giousnmage -
. e) Conclusmns and reoommendabons for-action’ - ; '
. Test-case: Ilbgahon shouid notbe part of the. strategytqmn recognma\ofthe
AT maMagesofsane—sexmplesmtheshtedWashngtonmﬂ\enearm
©.opt 7 e Educationon a scale that wolild créate sufficient momentum to sustain a court
R victory foriequal, mamage ‘rights will Fequire notonlyseveral yearsofsuslamed
QL s .effort, but ‘alsa building :a more effective statewide polmmt and lobbying
organization. Because: ﬂnanual and hurmnan resources are scarce, this
eduutnonal eﬂ‘ort must be strateglml!y andthoughtfully planned for maxxmum
. effect

B S

ver, Letter dated

BN
1. i YCOALTION FOR THE FREEDOMTO. MARRYtotakeplace

who support legallzing Same-Sex Mamages : _ .
Mlmm of Annual Meetmg o{ the Board

minutes:as- Exhnblt G):

- s affirmation 6f human and cmt nghm and the: measure of full equalrty under. the
"1 constitution and laws f the Umted States, we inslst that same-sex. eouples must be
.: granted the: nght to'marry fegally
+: The Mission Statementis the same as: prevtously noted

o asprewoustynoted

] lllnu&es of mgular Meeting ofthe Board
“:of Directors || .
a) Several meeh

meeting; the Board expenditures of up. to S0 .
establish the program Dunng the

,,,,,

. d) The group offered ai number of suggesbons abomhmv best to proceed mdudlng 1he 5 '

Severaf péople suggested thetorical points about the effort, including, avoidance Y

andsAnnounoementfermeReuslous e

iThe: announcement states m part "Jom us in creahng a network of rellgtous leaders : o B

Adopt)on ofithel Vislcn and: Mission Statements (atiached o the ;_‘_';; e

& The Vision-Statement conc!ude .‘As aﬁmdamentel matterof social ]usbce an i
o Unider; Development of Workplan the work ofthe Legislatwe Delively Commrttee is. " v L

dlscus theWeddlng Beltsprcjectalsopremus!y noted At the '53 -' ;
meetmg the Board- dlscussed”

organlzabons and the moneyu and hunen mourees to do pollingand large-smle . |

; 5

,‘..

i

i
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1
i
)
'
i
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o ; - ) spendlargesumsofmoneytou'eateawebofoontractsmatad\ievesasmlar
L .. effect. : S :

g ..— statés: *Mairiage in the following cases are prohibited: . ... (c) When the partles are: '

K unlawful undersubsectioy’, . (1 )(c) of thls section.

oo g i s

o ! shusband and: wife.and prowdes that a state shall not be requu‘ed toglve effectto any public act L
: “or judicial proceeding iof any other state respecting marriage between. persons of the same sex . -
; | tfthestatehasdetermmed mat;tw:llnotrecognazesame—sexmgas , Cod

‘ the“powb'myofsendfngmeseannamcermbme&mmmurtjushoesas
. we - .?,;

' 1“ . b) A number of meetmgs dlscuss the:possibility: of Eﬂgabon etther alone or through

) : partnenng with other orgamzaﬂons .
: c) D;scussnon ln meebngs lndudesmfelenoetome marnage effort. ! o

6) | ) MARRIAGE PRESENTATION: i |-
U OWUNE j-‘ e 'l .
: .:,-%a) What:s.? Underthzsheedhgnsheshtement. [W]einsistmatsame-sex BERENY

statement *Civil marriage isia relationship-status granted by the governmerit to'two |
people, which creates a web of: rights, responsibilities, and obligations between - .

those people and among each of them and the rest of the world.” And; "The -, . . "

i . govemment currently discritminates against gay and lesbian people by refusing 1 10", L
available:only, through marriage, and forcing thiose whie are financially able to- = =" .-

=€) What can you'do to help? tnder this headmg, peop&e are asked to s:gnthe
Marnage Rwoluuon also noted previously:

7 'Vourwebsite provides a oopy of the ‘Laws of”State pertalmng to mamage
o . Under (D, th laws state: "Marmiage is a civil contract between ‘a male’and fermale .
who have each attained' the age of enghteen{ years, and who are otherwise, capable.”. " :

T e T

persons ‘other. than a ‘male;and. afemale .And, “A marrlage between. two. persons is recognlzed RS
ias valid in another jurisdicnon i validin mbnstata only if the marnage is. not prohlblted or, made R

B Your websxte alsa pm\dded a oopy of the
D). New:Section. Sec.1, states: (1) InP.L. 104:1
\ct, Corigress granted atithority to the mdi\nwal states:
ex marriages recognized as valid in ancther: st
magefor purposes of federal lawasa legal union be

TET New Section, Sec. 2, states: (1)It|sacompellinglnterestcfmestaie_io IR
reafﬁnnrtshlstoncalcomnnmaenttotheinstmtlonofmamageasauwnbetweenamananda Li'. "

- {'woman as husband and wife to. prohectmatinst:tution (2) The colut n Singer v. Hara, 11 wn.,
ol App 247:(1974) held that the state maniage statute does not-allow mairiage
“between persons. ofthesamesax. It is the intent of the. bgslam by this actto codify the

{ | 'Singer opinion and to.fully.exercise the authority. geanted the individual states by Congress, in’ SIS
| FPL 104—-199 110 Stat; 219, and the Defense of Marriage Act, to establish pubhc pohw agannst L

L couples must be granted:the right ta marry legally,™ SR
. ') Whatis civl maniage and why is it important? Under this heading, Isthe - !-.:;_. L

recognize: ourrelationships, denying uaaooesstoﬂ\erangeofbeneﬁtsmatare Che




o Y dy and deﬁniteﬁ( dedanas same-sex marriages wn!l §-. : ‘
B not be recoganed in e njlf.they are-made‘iegal in otherstatw T

L maﬂd _areeadlamendedtoreadas e T
' follows Do .

CLe A1) Mamagelsaav:l contractwhnd:mbeenteredmbbypetsonsofbetweenamale ,:'3';'.' :

: ~ andafemalewhohaveeact\attainedtheageo(engmeenyeaxs andwhoaré ' P
 -otherwise capable:: PROVIDED,That Cot CE

(2) Every mamageentered mtomwhudwimerpmyshall Mhavethehusbandor_the P

‘wife has not:attairied the age of seventeen years:shall be void except where this: ,‘:3 . '5' "y
sactlon hasbeenwalved by..a‘supenor courf judge oﬁhecomlym which oneof the A
parbesres:daonashomngofnecessﬂy S e
and- are: eadramndedbmadas follows: S
(1) :Marriages in the;following cases are prohibited: . ‘cr(c)Whenmepamesam S

©-'persons other than a male and fémiale. . .. : ’
(3) A marriage, between two personsthat is recogmzed asvalid ln another junsdnchon is -

valid in. this state only if the mamage is not prolubcted or made unlawful. under
Fod . subsectlon (‘l)(c)ofhssection
e e Passedthe jouse

toos o Passed-theé'Senate
A Vetced by the Governor
. Filedin Office of:Secretary, ofAState

Veto oven'ode .

et s

i

o t i Sechon 501(c)(3) of the Code prowdes, in part, for, the exempﬁonfromfederal income tax

L of erganlzations which are. arganized and operated- exdtnswely for. charitable:or educational -

- I?;:.., purposes; no. substanﬂal part of the' achvmes of which is carrying on propaganda, of othenmsa .

T t attempting to mﬂuence leglslation (except as omemise provuded in subsecﬂon (h)) o
b

iy ?- Seetion 1.501 (c)(3)—1 (a)(1) of the Income Tax Regutations provndes that in order ) be
e ex-mpt asan o*g”mzaﬁ@m}e.‘:sﬂbed in secbon 501 (c)(3) of the Code; an. organization must be
. both: organized and operated exduswelyfor one or. moreof:tt;epurposw spectﬁed insuch =~ I

S orgamzed exclusively for one or more: exempt purposes, i tts amdes expressly. empower it i) tn S TR

i i devote rmore than an msubstanhal partof itsractivities to lnﬂuence Iegxslahon by propagandaor ‘¢ i . -

N -otherwise; or i) durectly or mdurecﬂy 1o participate in, or Intefvene in (mduding the publishing or ;
R ; dxstnbutmg of statements), any: polmcal campaign on behalf of or in opposition. 1o. any’ mndidate

for pubhc office; or, i} to have ob;echv&e and to engage in activities which: charactenza rt as an

| secon. . -
: . i Sechon 4. 501(6)(3)_1 (®)3) of the regulahons pmv:da that‘:an orgamzahon Is not

n :as ' operatedexclusnve!y‘foroneommexamptpwposeconly;ﬁtengag&sprimanlym
ractMnaa wmchaccomplishoneornmofwchexemptpupmspecﬁedm secnon501(c)(3)
' of the Code. Anorgamzatsonwlllmtbesoregadedfmeﬂmmmbstanhalpartoﬂts -
chvm&snsnotmﬁ.:rtheranceofanexemptpwposa i : RS




2 R P

i assembly of matesiat necessary, to make:afi evaluation,of legistatior that would- amend the

B mform the pubhc by’ eduwbonal methods on a subject of. publlc lnteresl and concem.:

g

BV S S 13

Sechon 1. 501(c)(3)—1 (c)(3)(l) of the fagulabons provldec that an orgamzauon is not
operated exdusnve;ly for one-or more exzempi ;purposes if.it i cs an’ achon organmhon as deﬁned
‘ ', in subdms«ons (n) :(iif); or (N) of tms subparagraph . wa

i % Secﬁon 1.501(c)(3)—1(c)(3)(n)oftheregulabonsdeﬁnes an otgarmhonasanacﬁon T R
"f-.-;=-orgamzahonrfasubﬂanhalpaﬁoﬂisadlvﬁiessaﬁamﬁnghnﬂuermlegnslaﬁmby 'si_',"_ '
';-jzpropagandaoroﬂwemlse. Forthspwposeanagamzaﬁonwmberegaldedasattempmgw Ao
- ._gf.:_;,mﬂuenoeiegaslat!omfﬂwaocganuon a) contacts, orurgesmeptbhcbcontactnmibetsofa RO
" legislative body for the: purpose of proposing, suppomng oropposng leglslauon orb)
;advowtestheadophonorrejedzonofleglslabon N .=-f

t
1
i
i

) :E.Secuon 1 501(c)(3)-‘] (c)(3)(iv) of: the ragulations pmmdm that an onganizatlon s an amon
o;gannzatxon if it:has the: following two charactecistics; (a) s main or primary objective or . .
ob;edxves (as dlstmgmshed from its incidental or secondaryob)echves) may;be attained only’ by
§ 'leg;slahon or-adefeat of. Ieg»slation and (b) it advocates, oricampaigns for, the attainment of

: such main or primary objective: orob}ecuveq as dnshngunshed from engaging:in nonparhsan

: ‘.'.analysas study; or- research and making; theiresults' thereof ‘available to the public..In.
determining: whether. an organization has such chamctenstxcs ‘all the surrdunding facts and. .
.-_}circumstances lnciudmg the arhdes and all tachwhe&of the orgamza’oon are, to-be consadered

doctrine: ortheorywhleh couldbmneeﬁechveorﬂybymeenacmentoﬂeglslauon Although" P
he. o:ganization was ari‘action; organization under. secﬁon 1 501 (c)(3)—1(c)(3)('rv) of the
regulabons it quallf‘ ied: under sechon 501 (c)(4) X )

S Rev Rul. 64-1 95; '1964-2 C B 13& 'an orgamzauon was deten'mned fo be exempt under K o
- section 501(c)3) of. the“Code when'it emba:ked upon aprogram of study, research and’ B P

constitution:of a pa:ﬁcular stata to ampmvetand e>qx;~d|te meadmwftramwafwsbee inthat "
tate. ‘.»That:or.ganlzatioﬂ' s‘activity was limi,ted to smdy" research and dssembly of materials.-
nd:the presentation of an chjective analysxs o those interested in court reform and ta the. -
eneral public. The! organimhon did not expend any'of ifs furids orparucxpate in any way. m1he
35 ,.presentanon of sugg&sted bills, to, the State legislature. it did not expend its funds in any . -
' gwmpangn necessary to persuade the: people to vote for the oonshumonal amendment_

1 InRev. Rul.68-656; 19682 C.B. 216 meSemoegrantedmmﬁonmdersecﬁon -.1.2.: :
‘ ‘_.501(c)(4)ofmeCodetoanorganzahonmatedumtedmep\biconaptacboematwas not.”

' 5; 1 .legal and sought changes in the law to spedifically legalize such activity. The Servica: raasoned
i “sthat; although the organization- was an action organization under section 1.501(c)3)1 (c)(3)(iv) of :

“olthe regulatxons it: quallﬁed under sechon 501(0)(4). because it was organized and operated to

ln Rev. Rul 70-79 1970-1 C B. 127 an organmbona‘eaﬁed to assist local govemments

PR Rev Rul.. 62-71 1962-1 CB 85 theSemcadeNedexemphon undersecnon 501(c)(3) b
Co ;;ofmeCodetoanorganlzauonthat, as jts prmary objective, Mfedmaadoptnnofa _ ,

ot metropolitan reg»on by Studylng and reeorm';endmg '99'0"3' policies darec(ed at the soluuon NE




‘Fund for the Study 6f Ecbnomic Growth and Tax Refoirm-v.| '161F3d755(DC Cir:

H

! all-Republican commission appointed by! Cmg’eew\al Joaders Boh Dole and Newt Gingrich
landdwairedbyJackKemp TheConuﬂsslohwasestabllshedtnmakerecommendabonson

_‘ Erefonnmgmetaxcodeandheldheanngsaromdthecounty !lspublimﬁonsandF‘nalReport .
D ‘fowsedanefonmngthe present tax system into a flat tax and rnwbadnevesudtagoal The : ol

|'Commi S pn did.not consider alteratives;to.a complete revamping of the: current tax system.

. by legistation.and that: ‘ddvocated the attainment of its: obgedwes as opposed: to-engaging-in: :
.nonpartisan-analysis; study, or researchl; The Fund conceded: that its policies were: attamable
only: by Iegnslatxon, and, the. court found thaLFund did not engage in nonpartisan analysis; but

ssumed jts. conclusior (that a flat tax is preferable to' the cument system) at the outset and
éfsought fo sell lt to Congras and the pubrn .

) ln _t}gn Echm Natlonal Mlnrstrv Inc. v.U.S. . 470°F. 2d 849 (10th Cir. 1972) cert.
demed,414 U.S. 864 (1973), the. orgamzahon arguéd that attempts to_influence legislahon '
o ;would ocaur, only if legisiation werg actuallypendmg -The Minislyy published articles and .
' producediradio’ ‘and television broadcasts Ihat urged: reapaents to become involved in poht:w
“and to write to their; representatives in. Congrass to urge that they. support prayer in public .. . .
;’iachools and. oppose, forsigniaid: The Tenth Circult concluded that the organization was - '-;‘ e
ﬂngaged in. attemptmg ta mﬂuenoe legnslabon even if Ieglslabon was notpending. =

1 lo' inﬂuence Ieg;slatnon that constxmted 5% of total act:vmes were not substanhal

Y 4 In Roberts Da:gy Co v‘ Commssaoner, 195 F. 2d94 8th_ Clr 1952) cert denied, 344 us.
SRTIN 865 (1 952) 'the organization stated in ﬂsArqdes of lncomorahon thatits.purposewas to .
: 'i - conduct educational, scientific and research adtivities reldtive: to'disparities in federal and state

-tax situations and other: kaws. and regulations.affecting business: The organization would
-} disseminate. such information to-dvic organizations. and representatives of businesses affected ';

" " theraby, to the public, and to federal and’ ‘state govermments.. In one bulltin issued by the .

T ;organization, the organization stated that its pirpose would be furishing factual information on -
Ceal fax matters to. mdeuals who are'called. upon ta testify before committees and-other, agenc:es

. f Examinabon of the bulletin.issued by the organization pdor to-amendment shomd the. tax .

By [ advantages of one type of organization, a cooperative.’ The orgamzahon amended its’ charter. to:

- spertit urging. the-elimination of the tax disparities. The.court detenmined that the. activities of :
“the. orgammtion pnortoamendmentwe nodtfferentthanaﬂer The counstated that the -

orgamzatnon "operated from its’ ncephonfor mnymg on pmpaganda, the ulhmate objechve -
: pemg a revnsnon inthe tax sinm:re P F

The Fundiwas established to.fund the.Cdmmission; and thus the Commission’s activities were .
ttributable to.the Fund. .The: court held thatthe Fund was an action organization described.in "
-section 1.501 (c)(3)-1 (c)(3)(xv) of. the negu]atuons whosa p primary objectives were attainable only

In Seamggg_@..& @o_wg_ner_;_, 277 F.2d 907, (em Clr 1955) the court heid t;xat attempts

P ,;‘;1998),i|nvolvedmeNabonalCon'missnonformesmdyoononmichwumndTaxReform an_"f e
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. rdisqualified for.tax exemplion under section: 501(c)3) of the. Code 'as action organizations .
~rdescribed;in section 1.5071( d e
. - ‘organizations was.not entitiéd to a deduction: under section: 170:, Each:organization was a forum.; . | " -
o the @xXpression of dissént to.American; policies in: Vietnaim with the:ptirnary-objective to cease. '; |, -
- [fostiliies... The court stated that it was immaliérial that the organizations. acted out of a sincere "5 |+~ |
. {desire to.promote policies they believed to be for the benefitotall citizens,, . . - -

1:501()B)-UCHB)W) of the regulitions: ; Al latio |
JiPassengers; an organization'formed.by'an' individual concerned by tha discontinuance of ... " _ - .

"1 < ‘Bowmanv. Commissiner, T.C.M. 1976-206; heid that several organizations were

P :_gt-',?'séeks;tojj  exempt.as an orgariization described in: sectiont 501(€)(3).of the.Code, must be both  ;

¢ characterize it as an “action” organization. See section T.507(c)(3)-1(b)(3).‘With respect to.the '
 “operational test,” an organization must engage primarily:in activities that accomplishone or -+
‘1 | more- exempt parposes Linder. section 501(cX3), and only an’insubstantial part of its activiies - . : -
.. tcannotibe; in furtherance of an exempt purpose under section;
i 11.50%(c)3k1(cX1yand Bur

oy
P
In Haswell.v; United States, 500 F.24'4133 (CL CL1974), cert denkd; 410 U.S. 1107 2

- ipassenger trains.. The orgamzahonadvom;ed the.preservation of passenger service. The
o tcourt noted by.analogy the definition under. section 4945(e) of tha Code and regulations

jresearchirequires a falr expesttion of both sides of an issue. The court also noted that the term .
( “nonpartisan® relates to issues rather than-organized poiltical parties. . The court concluded that -
the organization’s materials wera partisait and prepared.in.a-mannér that wollld present most -
forcefully its position.rathér than being full and fair. objective.ekpositions that would: enable the
:audience; to:reach an independent conclusion.: The.court alsa cited percentage figuresin .- . ;-
‘support of its determination that an organization's lobbying: atfivities were substantial. In this - -

N . case, the lobbying:activities ranged from16.6% - 20.5% of total expenditures during the folr -

c)(3)-1(c)(3)(iv) of the regulatioris, and thiis a'daror.ta the .

In accordanca with séiction 1.503(E)(3)1(aX1).of tie reguiations, an organization that

/ith respect: to the “organizational test,” anlc:ganization's etidleg Conent empawer it to engage -
-substantial lebbying activities; or to have objectives and to:engage in-actiities which- -~ .

. 01(c)3). ‘See'section
Better Business Bureau, supra - -

o Here, the mformatzonsubrm&ed ndimﬁes thatlke_the orgamzahonsdnscussedm Rev. - : '
i . 1Ruls. 62-71.and 68-656, your primgry objective as statedi.

your'Articdkes of Amendment and

‘ d

L +dnder."Our Mission” on-your website s to advocate a changa In'the; laiw attainable only by the

o  Haswell:and Fund for the of Econiomic Growth

et e eren

3

and: Tax:Reform, supr, you are an action

4

. (1975),memurt‘dlswssedﬂ\emeamngof?nonparttsananalysls' undersection . S
lssue was the National Association of Raiiroad’ .- 71

1 thereunder. which maka:clear thaf projects designed t6 present information merely. of one side of 1 1 - =
- jalegislative conﬁwersyoc that fail to report:available information'that would tend to dispute
-, - conclusions. that:are advocated, are partisan; and stated that nonpartisan analysis; study, or

rganized-and operated exclusively for oneor more-exemipt furposes fistedin section 501(cX3). i1 - |

e e e m e =

PR v;;enactm:en’t of legislation., Similar to the oiganization' discissed in Rev.:Rul. 68-656, you seekto ", @
.+ ‘nform the public.on a practice that is notlegal and’séek a change.in:the lawto specifically” . <+ :

., legalize such activity: While you do assemble materials:gamered through study and research

+ .. vand. post them on your, website, unlike the - organization In:Rev: Rul 64-195 you advocate the .

+ jattainment of your objective (legalization of same-sex marfiage). Like the organizations.in ' ..
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ongamzatxon desonbed in secuon 1 501((;)(3)-1 (c)(3)(iv)of the regurattons. whose pnmary T
: ob;ed:ves are attainable: only by legislation: and which advocates the attainment of lts ob;edlves L
?asopposedtoengaginginnonparhsananatys:s study orlaseardt S

Y Under the, headl ! How Can You Hetp?" onyou'webstte you encourage "fnends,
relatx; s, families; and associates: .. 1o visit this website.. Use the Information here for your

fette o'the. editots, letters ta y

srmions, and general Conversati Underithe heacﬁng TBreaking News” on yourwabsste you:

ndivudually to:each ‘senator and representative.in WD ad the governor.. The: Board - >
. discusséd the, possibility of ‘'sending these announcements to the Supreme. Court jusnoes during

the_meetmg Youspeclﬁmnyauttnmed to § fordevelopmentofthls: '
_portion;of the websit on X #yau reported a balance of -
g ted 31 Outreach; youtepo:tednothmgfor e

Do Unhke the orgammtxon dlswssed in Rev Rul.: 70-79 Whld'l formulated plans and pohaes
: :jj : some of-which, ¢ould only be caried-out by teglslat:ve enactment, but did not expend fundsto -
. .., kcontact legtslators, you do’ expend funds ! thidugh.the Wedding Bells effort to. contact legislators .
o for the i purpose of mfluencing leglslation lee Christian Echoes National Ministry, inc. , Supra, -
S you urge; ‘the. general; pubhc, through youz websme and other methods of contact tol suppoct ch
P _mam::tge for same:sex oouptee : : :

x,t.
!

S As is the case: of Robe@ Dalgg ____@ yourAmended Arhd&s of Inoorporahon state
i tthat yoware an educational organimtmn Atso like. Roberts. .Dairy, your charter: permiits. you to;
. Iwork for: the revision:of state statutes, In yous case, for the legalization.of same-sex marriages. .
' ! IYou also:statediin your applicatiori that you:were ongmtlytmporated in S oS a -
L (501(eK4): orgamzabon specifically to secufe the right of same:sex couples to.legal martiage. It is
‘pparent that your achvrhes after amendment are sub@nhalty the. same as they were before

- 1" Delivery. Committee; which will work to educate state legisiators on the. mamage issues Under
I tthe holding in. Seasog_qood supra; this was considered not substantial_ . Iri Hagswell, supra,
" 116:6% =:20. 5% was. considered substantial.: {However, the material in your apphwt»on indicates °
" ithat the: focus amount of hme effort and expendltures toward inﬂuencmg Iegnslators exoeeds
rs% S P ) . :

- idissentto the -mariage lawsof the State of < Inthat'casé; the. court stated that it
'was mmatenal that the organmuons aotedtout of a smcere desare to pmmote pohdee they :
e beheved to be t’or the: beneﬁt of all cmzens :

P Based on alt the avanlable unfonnahon s we oondudethatyou arenectherorgamzed nor’’ y
P operated ‘exclusivety. for: exempf purposw under section 501(cX3) of thé Code. :More thanan * ~:
: msubstanhal part of your activities oonssst iof attemptmg o influence Iegnstation and, thus, you . -
. jarean “action” .organization within the meaning of section 1;501(c)(3)-1(c)(3)(1’) ofthe .
I regulahons You are: also an ‘achon organmbon wrthn the meannngotseouon Y

' .
[

sénatorsiand representatives, schoél eports, church . ‘ -
er for.a:$ Wil fee, thrwgh"t.etWeddm»Bellsngln—amrd whtd\youwulsend ::E ! :

S0 .,t“* 1 *het ym. cmt:apate that 5% of your activities. wrll be devoted to: the Legnslatzve .Méaﬁfz orins

3 ;iﬁ SmulartoBowman gz_-x_ youmemblethato antmhonasaforumformee)qstlonof Ll




‘ 1 501(c)(3)—1 (c)(3)(iv), bemuse your maln ohjecbva maybe auained only by leglsiahon or ihe ARTOU
. defeat'cf, legnslat:on -and; you advocate; or; mmpalgn for the-attainment of such-main objective. - | ’

Y Acoondungly, you: do. not qualrfy for exempbon as an organization d&scnbed' in.section 501(c)(3). .- : .-

;.1 This ruling does not afrect your exempbon under section 501(0)(4) ‘ A

r
i

[ Conmbubonsioyouarenotdeduchble undersed:m 1700fthe Code o

E [ You have. the right to proteﬁt thls mkng.rf youbelleve !t is mconect. Topmt&st you should

‘ ;*submxta siatementofyourvuewsto this office, Mmaﬁlemlamahonofmreasomng This . 4:
.tatement, signed-by. one of your. officers, ‘must be submitted.within 30 days from the date of this
Jletter:- You alsa have anghtmaconferencemmmceaﬂermstatemerxlssmmw 4,=
LrtYour lst request the conference, lfyouwantone wlmyouﬁleymrpmteststatement lfyou

.-gareto berepresented bysomeonev/ho B nqtoneofywrofﬁoers. that person will:need: tofla a’

ipropeér power-of attomeyand othenmse qualsfy uMer our, Confenence and Pracﬁces RIS

o Requlrements , . _ Y

: lfyou do not protestthis ruling i lna hmely manner, th“ be considered by the lntemal Loelirge
.:j Revenue, Service as a failure to ‘exhaust avallable admmrstrat:ve remedies.: Section’ 7428(b)(2)
1of the Code, provides, In part, that. a déclaratory Judgment or.decree under this section shall not " -,
be;ssued in any: pmceedmg unless the:Tax Court, the United. States Court of Federal Clalms, T
tthe District Court of; the United States fur lhe District of Columbta delermines thatthe - - - Z ' "
g rganizahon invoIVed has exhausted admmistratlve remedees avaitabie toit: W!thln the lntemal P
. %Revenue Serwce "

l‘.

S lfwe do not hearfromyouwithin 30 days, this. rulingwrllbeoomeﬁnal and acopy willbe
. forwarded to:the. Ohio Tax Exempt and Govemment Entities (TE/GE) office. Theraafter any-
P ":quesﬂons ‘about your. federal income tax Status should be directed to that offi ice., either by. eallmg
. ?877-8296500 (a.toll free number) or sendmg conespondence to: Internal Revenue: Semce. X
«+ | 'TEIGE:Customer-Service, P,0..Box 2508; Cincinnati, OH 45201. The appiopriate State .
- -'5 , Oﬁ‘ qals wﬂl be nottf ed of thls Cbon in acoordance wrth Code:section 61 04(c) ’

Bt g xu‘,é,d.-‘ﬂ».;i-. -

A When sendmg add»bonal Iethers to us \Mth r&spect toé‘ _.s mse youwill expedlte their .
eee!pt by using the followmg address o s ,

§lntemal Revenue Servrce :-‘ :

A TEGRAT2 - i .
L A111 ConstrtuhonAve NW.: :
N P Wasmngton D.C. 20224 !
vof e ¢ [
[
{ : i
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name and telephone hu N
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